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Excellent Regulations of Frederick the Great of Pruffa, 
with refpect to the Finances of that Kingdom. 


NE of the branches of adminiftration wherein Frederick 

the Second manitetled moft confpicuoufly the vigour of 
his mind, and the firmne{s of his will, was the finances. The 
order eftablifhed and purfued in the management of the funds 
and taxes was admirable. ‘The penalty of death was denounced 
againit unfaithful or corrupt agency ; and this was one of the 
points wherein Frederick’s jnflice was inexorable. One of his 
miniflers of finance, who had prefumed, for his own particular 
emolument, to put into circulation fome flock of the maritime 
company, which ought not to have been, into trade, was arrefled, 
tried, and condemned to be deprived of all his titles, degraded 
from bis nobility, and confined for the reft of his days in the 
fortrefs of Spandau, where he fhould receive a crown a cay out 
of all his effeéts, which were adjudged to be confifcated. This 
fentence was rigoroufly carried into execution, 

Frederick’s acceffion to the crown having fallen on the 31 ft of 
May, he ordered that during his reign the year of government 
thould commence and terminate atthe fame epoch, Thus every 
year the minifters arrived at Potzdam on the 31ft of May, and 
each of thein laid before the king threé duplicate ftatements re- 
fpe€ting bis own particular department. The firft was an exact 
and complete account of the year juft finifhed; the fecond, a 
regular flatement of the ordinary and fixed expences for the 
year commencing; aud the third, an argumentative deduétion 
of the extraordinary expences which might be forefeen for that 
lame year, The king examined ali thefe pieccs before he re- 
led to reft, and figned thofe of which he approved. On the 
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next morning, he returned allthe papers to the minifters, ac. 
companied with fuch obfervations and orders as he judged fi, 
By noon thofe gentlemen were on their return from Berlin, and 
the orders were proceeding on the route for the different depart. 
ments and provinces. 

All the Pruffian chefts, or depots of public money, took new 
regifters on every firft of June. Thofe of the year elapfed 
were clofed upon the evening of the preceding day. None of 
thefe regilters had ever any controul over one another ; every 
thing in them was new, as if it had been the firft. If there re. 
mained in cheft, any deniers of the year expired, they were ex. 
pedited for the fuperior cheft, although only a fou had remained 
inthem. Thus each year prefented throughout a fimple ac. 
count, difengaged from what had preceded and what was to fol. 
low. The refidue of the fuperior chefts, all expences dif. 
charged, was fent to the treafure of referve. 

Every year, in the firft days of June, carts loaded with little 
barrels of filver might be feen on the road to Berlin, whither, 
when they arrived, they were fent to the caftle, in order to be 
depofited in the cells where this treafure was ftowed. It was 
under the guardianlhip of an ancient fubaltern officer, to whom 
the king gave, in annual appointments, the fum of 6000 francs. 
This perfon, who alone had in his poffeflion the keys of a trea. 
fure containing more than three hundred millions of livres, was 
worthy of the confidence the king repofed in him. He wasa 
man of the greateft probity, exaétitude, difcretion, attentivenels, 
and retirednefs, that it was poflible to find. Befides this ge 


neral treafure, the king had a particular one called la chatouille. 


This was kept at Potzdam, under the care of one of his firft do 
meilics; it might amount to fifteen or twenty millions of rixe 
dollars, or from fixty to feventy-five millions of livres. From 
this private treafure he took all that was requifite for his per- 
fonal expences, as well in neceffaries as in articles of luxury and 
fancy, fuch as his horfes and jewels, together with the expences 
of fome particular eftablifhments, as thofe of his civil and mili- 
tary {choo}. 

Frederick, like all other kings, was often importuned with the 
{fchemes of projectors of finance, prefented by men, who, ac- 
cording to their own report, made an abfolute abnegation of 
their own private intereft, and only confulted that of his ma- 
jefly. The king, one day advifing with the philofopher Hel- 
vetius on this {ubjeét, whom he had invited, through the medi- 
ation of D’Alembert, to Berlin, at the period when he had jul 
quitted the office of farmer-general, in order to devote himlelf 
entirely to philofophy, and who had thereupon exprefsly re 
paired to the court of Brandenburgh, Helvetius faid, with frank- 
nefs, “ There is no occafion, Sire, to read thefe projeéis, in oF- 
der to know and appreciate them; all of them, eee 9s 
yted, 
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lyfed, are reducible to one and the fame formula, the fcope of 
which is, I befeech your majefty to authorife me to rob your 
fabje€ts of fuch a fum, on condition that I remit a part of it to 


” 
you. 








Narrative of the Shipwreck of Captain George Roberts, in 
his Paffage from Virginia to the Coaft of Guinea, in the 


Year 1721. 
(Concluded from Page 284.) 


N this place Mr. Roberts and his boy had continued for fe- 

veral days, ftill vifited by the natives, who exerted them- 
felves with increafing benevolenceto relieve him. Among thofe 
who now came off to him, was a man who, to his furprife, ad- 
dreffed him in Englifh. On enquiry what could bring him here, 
he faid his name was Franklin, that he was a native of Wales, 
and after having been fome time detained by pirates, had found 
means to efcape, and to reach this ifland. 

The converfation of Franklin gave Captain Roberts much 
confolation ; and he indulged the hopes of having the only boat 
belonging to the ifland fent round to take him off: but as it did 
not arrive at the expeéted time, he became impatient, and re. 
folved to attemptto climbthe rocks, by the affiftance of the 
friendly natives. 

With extreme difficulty he afcended half way up the fir 
rock, fome hundred feet, when looking down, his head grew 
giddy with the horrid view, and, had he not been fupported, he 
muft have been dafhed to pieces, by falling tothe bottom. At 
lat he reached the firft landing place; from thence he proceeded 
about three quarters of a mile in a narrow path, open towards 
the fea, and fometimes found it fo contraéted as barely to allow 
him footing. His guides, however, aflifled him with poles over 
the moft difficult places ; burt at laft they came to an afcent al- 
moft perpendicular, when two of the negroes ftriking a crag, to 
try if it was fixed, a huge fragment tumbled over them, and 
from the noife it raifed, Roberis expeéted that the cliffs above 
would inftantly fall upon them, and involve them in undiftin- 
guifhed ruin. 

When this alarm was over, they concerted meafures for fare 
ther operations ; and finding it impoflible for Roberts to clin:b 
the remaining fpace, his guides defcended with him in an ob. 
lique direétion, to the bottom, without any accident. The fa- 
tigue he had undergone threw him into a fever, which lafted 
near amonth; but {till he had the happinefs to experience the 
Unwearied affiduities of the natives; and on his recovery 
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found the boat ready to receive him, and fafely reached the 
harbour. 

Unable to walk or fupport himfelf, he was faflened upon the 
governor’s horfe, and in that flate conduéted to hie houfe. This 
gentleman, in a manner honourable to his feelings, fy mpathized 
with Captain Roberts’s diftreffes 3 and after fome time, he was in. 
vited to take up his refidence with the fon of a former governor, 
who received him with the pleafure of a friend. Meanwhile the 
natives continued their attentions, and daily fupplied him with 
various prefents. As foon as Roberts was ahle to walk abroad, 
he returned the vifits of thofe kind people; and amufed himfelf 
in joining their hunting parties. That the breed of wild goats 
may not be deftroyed, no one is allowed to bunt without the 
governor’s confent, and this is one of the principal privileges 
he enjoys. 

With the mildeft difpofition and moft benevolent intentions, 
the natives appeared to be moft ignorant and fuperftitious, 
They had a negro prieft who officiated among them, but his 
Jearning and underfltanding were nearly on a level with thofe of 
his flock. 

St. John’s ifland, where Captain Roberts landed, is fituated 
in 15 degrees 25 minutes north latitude, and is very high and 
rocky. It produces amazing quantities of falt-petre in feveral 
natural caverns, where it hangs like icicles, or forms a croft like 
hoar froft. 

By the favour of the governor, Captain Roberts fet about 
building a boat to carry him thence, and having faved feveral of 
the materials from the veffel which was wrecked, the bufinefs 
was carried on with f{pirit. The idea of vifiting his native land, 
infpired Roberts with refolution to perfevere in this arduous un. 
dertaking, and his operations were well feconded by the friend. 
fhip and attachment of the iflanders. It is impoffibie to do ade. 
quate juflice to their general conduét and zealous good fervices 
in favour of our countryman; and though fhipwreck in fucha 
fituation, where he was cut off from all hopes of deliverance, 
except by his own endeavours, muft have been painful enough; 
yet it appears, that he could not have been more fortunate than 
in falling into the hands of fucha gentle race of men. 

The boat being completed in the beft manner that circum- 
flances would allow, and fupplied with an adequate ftock of 
provifions, Roberts devoted a few days to make his thankful ac- 
knowledgements tothe natives, who defired no other reward but 
his favourable report of them to his countrymen, and having 
taken his leave, he embarked with his boy, two negro mariners, 
who belonged to St. Nicholas, and three of thefe iflanders; 
Franklin chufing to remain in his prefent fituation. 

The evening after they failed, they came to St. Phillip’s, and 
landing next morning were courteoully received. Here they 












































fri 
pe 


im 


St. 
rer 
falt 
pie 
Th 
cor 
me: 
( 
exp 
aut! 
refc 
by. 
for 
Rot 
viev 
pofe 
+ 
bou: 
thip 
had 
to L 
fervi 
land 
on h 
the 5 
H 
wher 
wind 


ed the 


on the 
This 
thized 
yas IN. 
ernor, 
ile the 
) with 
broad, 
imfelf 
goats 
ut the 
ileges 


tions, 
tious, 
ut bis 
ofe of 


tuated 
h and 
everal 


ft like 


about 
ral of 
ifinefs 
land, 
us Une 
rend. 
o ade- 
rvices 
fuch a 
rance, 
ough; 
> than 


rcum- 
ck of 
vl ace 
rd but 
yaving 
FINETS, 
iders ; 
;, and 
» they 
fell 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 305 


fell in with a perfon who had the title of proanador of St. 
John’s, and who wanted to goto that ifland. The boat being 
found inconvenient for a voyage of any length, this gentleman 
propofed to Captain Roberts to return with him to St. John’s, 
and to carry with him fome artificers, who would foon equip 
his little veffel in a more commodious manner. This offer was 
very grateful, and as feveral other perfons withed to vifit that 
iland, Captain Roberts accommodated them with a paffage, for 
which he received an adequate recompence. 

The fame day that they weighed from Si. Phillip they reached 
St. John’s, to the great fatistattion of all the paffengers aud 
crew, fome of whom being unaccuftomed to nautical expe- 
ditions, plumed themfelves not a little on the voyage they had 
made. 

The natives fhewed our countrymen the fame humane and 
friendly attention as before; and by the affiftance of the care 
penters they had brought from St. Phillip, the boat was much 
improved, and better adapted for any navigation. 

Having carried back the artificers, Captain Roberts failed to 

t. Jago, and continued trading for fome time among the diffe- 
rent iflands, carrying provifions to Mayo, and loading back with 
falt; “till at length, being at St. Nicholas, his boat was ftaved to 
pieces on the rocks, while himfelf and crew were on fhore. 
The inhabitants, however, as at St. John’s, gave him the moft 
convincing proofs of their beneficence, and purchafed the frag- 
ments of his boat for twelve dollars. 

Once more reduced to the neceffity of attempting fome new 
expedient, or of remaining where he was, the profpeéts of our 
author began to brighten before he could come to any decifive 
refolution of his own. An Englith veffel arrived, commanded 
by Captain Harfoot, who intended to trade among thofe iflands 
for clothes, and then proceed to Barbadoes. This-officer finding 
Roberts likely to promote the objeéts of commerce he had in 
view, made overtures to him for entering into the fcheme, a pro- 
pofal which was gladly accepted. 

They vifited Bona Vifta, Mayo, and St. Jago. In the har- 
bour of Port Praya, in the latter ifland, they found an Englith 
thip from Guinea, freighted by the Portuguefe merchants. She 
had loft the greateft part of her crew, and having ftill a voyage 
to Lifbon to perform, ber captain was anxious to engage the 
fervices of Roberts; and the hope of finding his way to Eng. 
land much earlier than he could otherwife have done, prevailed 
on him to detach himfelf from Captain Harfoot, and to embrace 
the prefent offer. 

Having embarked in this fhip, they had fcarcely left St. Jago, 
when the moit dangerous leaks were difcovered, and as the trade 
winds would not permit them toieturn tothe Cape Verd Iilands, 
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they had no alternative but to bear away for Barbadoes, which 
ifland they reached on Chrifitmas-day, 1724. 

At this place the fhip was completely repaired, and after a 
ftay of three months in that ifland, they again direéted their 
courfe to Lifbon, when Captain Roberts eagerly feized; the firf 
opportunity of obtaining a paffage to London, which he reached 
in June, 1725, after an uniform feries of diftreffes and difap. 
pointments, during 2 period of four years. 


ee _ ° ——— - = ey, 


Additional Particulars of the remarkable Efcape of Mr. 
Gramfhaw™, one of the Cadets on board the Abergave n 
Eaft Indiaman, 


N the awful night of the 5th of February, about nine 
o’clock, the paffengers were informed of their perilous 
fituation; on which, every one was endeavouring to gain an 
imagined place of fafety. Mr. Gramfhaw, and two more of the 
cadets, after hearing thefe terrific words, “* We muft all go down 
with the fhip !”? went into the cabin, where they continued fome 
time looking at each other, without uttering a word. At laf 
one of them faid, “* Let us return upon deck ;’”’ and two of 
them did fo. Mr. Gramfhaw remained behind. He then 
opened his writing-defk, and took out his commifiion, bis letters 
of introduétion, and fome cafh: after which, he went upon 
deck, but did not fee either of his companions ; he then bent 
his eyes forward, when, at the moment, the fhip went down head 
foremoft! The fea in an immenfe coiumn traverfed along the 
deck to where he then was, endeavouring to afcend the fteps 
leading to the poop, when he was Jaunched into the deep! The 
night dark, cold, the fea in its utmoft rage, the wind blowing very 
vehemently, not knowing how to fwim, and encumbered with 
a great coat and boots, he fuppofes that, when the ftern of the 
fhip went down, he muft have been drawn round it by the vor- 
tex occafioned by her finking, as he found himfelf on the cone 
trary fide of the fhip from which he bad been precipitated. 
Whilft he was endeavouring to keep himfelf from finking, 
fomething dafhed againft the back of his handtwo or three times, 
which he caught hold of, and found it to be a rope hanging to 
the mizen fhrouds. This fortunate circumiflance re-animated 
his drooping {pirits. He endeavoured, and did climb up it fee 
yeral feet; but, what with the boots and great coat, and other 
clothes, now in every part faturated with water, he flipped 
down it intothe fea! His fpirits now failed him, having made 
his utmoft effort to preferve life; when, at this fearful mo. 
ment, 


* Vide Page 242. 








the 
{ce 
to. 


wit 
the 
he 

tre! 


A 


Clo 
Lot 
ne’t 
lard 
Teal! 
ing 
H 
late 
than 
to th 
the | 
of F 
clain 
efcay 
Tryin 
vern. 
ners 
got o 
in M 
of th 
blefs 
conly 
grand 
titles 
quain 
fophi 
him i. 





the 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 3°7 


ment, refigning himfelf to the will of his Creator, the fhip gave 
alurch, by which he was canted into the mizen fhrouds! Hethen 
fixed himfelf as well as he could, by grafping the rattlings. In 
this fituation he remained a length of time, fhivering and be. 
numbed with cold. 

Mr. Gilpin, the fourth mate, a man poffeffing a heart of the 
moft ineftimable texture, had, with about twenty others, gained 
the mizen top. Impelled by the diétates of humanity, he de- 
f{cended the fhrouds, with a view, no doubt, to render affiftance 
to any that might be in want thereof; when he difcovered Mr. 
Gramfhaw, whom he lifted into the mizen top, and placed him 
with the othersalready there. During their ftay there, viz. from 
the hour of eleven o'clock at night ’till feven in the morning, 
he at various times continued cheering his companions in dif. 
trefs, and requefling them to keep up their fpirits, &c. &c. 





ANECDOTES of the late EARL of MASSAREENE. 


Few weeks fince this nobleman paid the debt of nature, at 

his feat in the county of Antrim, in Ireland, aged 62, 
Clotworthy Skeffington, Earl of Maflareene, and baron of 
Loughneagh, was born January 28, 1742 ; was admitted of Be. 
ne’t college, Cambridge,1758, with a clergyman named Seth.Pol- 
lard, fellow of Trinity College, Dublin, for his tutor, but who 
really taught him nothing but what himfelf delighted in, row- 
ing on the river down to Ely. 

He went to France on the conclufion of the peace with the 
late king, when he contraéted debts which his eftates were more 
than fufficient to difcharge; but, rather than apply his income 
tothis ufe, he preferred remaining in prifon twenty-five years, 
the term at the expiration of which, by the then exifting laws 
of France, he would be at liberty, without payment, from every 
claim, and which term the revolution haflened. He effetted his 
efcape from the Chatelet, where he was long confined, by mar- 
tying Mademoifelle Mary Anne Borcier, daughter of the go- 
vernor, who, with her filter and her hufband, became the part. 
ners of his flight, and accompanied him to Ireland. Having 
got out of France with difficulty, being nearly ftopped at Calais, 
in May, 1789, on landing at Dover he was the firft to jump out 
of the boat, and, falling on his knees, thrice exclaimed, “ God 
blefs this land of liberty !"’ In his early days he figured very 
confpicuoufly in the walks of fafhion. When making the 
grand tour, foon after his coming into poffeffon of his family 
tiles and eftates, his lordfhip unfortunately at Paris became ac- 
quainted with a native of Tripoli, in Syria, who from his artful 
fophiftry, prevailed upon the noble lord to co operate with him 
him in a plan he had formed of fupplying the kingdom of France 
9 with 
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with the article of falt, to be brought from the coafts of Syria; 
and held out fuch apparent advantages to be derived therefrom 
as induced the credulous young mobleman to enter into engage. 
ments forthe payment of fuch fums of money as might be ne. 
ceflary for the accomplifhment of the objeé&t. Ina very fhort 
time after, the Syrian adventurer fet fail for Tripoli, and re. 
turned to Paris in due courfe of time, with fuch flattering ac. 
counts of the fuccefs of the expedition as led Lord Maffareene 
to plunge himfe]f into thofe calamities which proved the bane 
of the comforts which, from his noble birth, he had a juft right 
to expect. 

After being fome years confined in the Grand Chatelet at 
Paris, in a moft unpleafant fituation to aman of any rank in life, 
the natural love of liberty fo far prevailed as to lead his lord. 
fhip to lay a plan for his efeapeto his native country ; but the 
carriage which was waiting for his reception was kept fo long 
hovering about the prifon that it caufed fufpicion among the 
gaol-keepers. His lordfhip was apprehended juft as he was en. 
tering the carriage, and immediately fent into a dungeon many 
feet below the furface of the river Siene, upon which the Cha. 
telet is built. 

He remained there in fuch a ftate of wretchednefs, that his 
beard grew to a moft immoderate length, and rendered hima 
firiking pi€lure of the viciflitudes of human life. According 
to the arrangements made by his lordfhip, the debt would have 
been paid in the courfe of two years more. He was married 
twice at Patis, and afterwards at St. Peter’s, Cornhill, Au- 
guft 19, 17%9. His lady died at Creenwich, in Ofober, 1800, 
On diffe€tion, part of her lungs were found decayed, and her 
heart preternaturally enlarged. His lordfhip is fucceeded inti- 
tles and eftates by the Hon. Colonel Skeffington, his brother. 








Interefling Account of the Mode of employing Parifh Chil. 
pa at Birmingham, by the Rev. Fofi Sah Pratt, - M. 


{From the twenty-fourth Report of the Society for Bettering the 
Condition of the Poor. ] 


HE expediency of feparating the children of the poor from 
thofe depraved and incorrigible perfons, who too frequently 

form the population of a parifh workhoufe, had induced the 
overfeers and guardians of the poor at Birmingham, to place 
fuch as were from four to ten years of age, with nusfes'i in the 
neighbouring villages. This, however, was attended with fome 
inconveniences. ‘The atteation of the overfeers and guardians 
was then dire€ied to another obje&t. A large building, about a 
mile from the town, was vacant. This fuggefled the — 
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of a feparate eflablifhment; and an offer having been made by 
fome of the guardians to conduét it, the new eftablifhment com- 
menced in July, 1797. 

A matron was appointed; who, with a {choolmafter and mif. 
trefs and one female fervant, formed the houfehold. The elder 
girls have affified in cleaning the rooms, making the beds, &c. 
akind of employment, which, while it minifters to general eco- 
nomy, improves them al! in a moft ufeful branch of domeftic 
education. The girls have been taught to read; and have been 
employed in knitting, needle-work, &c. for the afylum and 
the workhoufe, and for refpe&iable families; and fuch credit 
have they had for the manner in which their work has been 
done, that more has been fent them than they have been able to 
execute. 

In fummer, the boys have been occafionally fent to labour in 
the farms and gardens, in the vicinity of the afylum, and to 
weed and pick ftones. The produce of this, with the work of 
the girls, has formed a little fund, which has enabled the com- 
mittee to build a fhop; where forty boys are employed by a 
pinemaker to head the pins, and ftick them in papers in rows. 
By the further increafe of this fource of labour, they have alfo 
built another room, where forty girls are employed by a re. 
{pe€tabie draper in platting ftraw for ladies’ hats and bonnets. 
The overfeers and guardians are now going to enlarge the pin- 
top, fo as to include forty boys more in that manufaétory. 

Befides the produce of their labour, thefe children do now ac- 
quire early habits of induftry, and fubordination, to which they 
were before entire ftrangers; for, previoufly to this attempt to 
ciilize thefe forlorn and unhappy creatures (moft of whom had 
never known the reciprocal endearments and powerful operation 
of parental and filial affe&tion) their rude and favage manners, 
and difregard of authority, had produced habits fo untraétable 
and turbulent, as for fome time to baffle every effort of the com. 
mittee to correét them. 

The firft expedient, which contributed at all to this obje@, 
was the placing of them in clafles, and conduéting them in or- 
der round the governor, in the play-ground, fevera! times a day ; 
when he had an opportunity of marking their individual conduét, 
of correéting the diforderly, and of applauding the traétable. This 
hasbeen followed by placing them inorder at meals; and by every 
other means that occurred, for imprefling upon them ideas and ha. 
bits of order and regularity. The good effeéts of thefe meafures 
were daily more and more apparent; and thefe children are 

now become as orderly and as decent, as fuch a number of chil- 
dren, under one roof, can ever be expeéted to become. 

They have alfo a Sunday fervice regularly and decently per. 
formed by a refpceétable young man, a clerk in the workhoufe, 
Vol. 45. 3 A who 
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who concludes with reading a fermon. On this fervice the 
whole family attends with much order and propriety. 

The children have meat three times a week. They have alfo 
foup, puddings, rice, milk, bread, cheefe, and beer; and thefe 
the beft of their kind. The medical gentlemen, who are em. 
ployed for. the workhoufe, attend weekly in fucceffion, and two 
phyficians of the town have benevolently given their fervices 
when called upon. 

The committee (five in number) meet once a week at the 
afylum, for the regulation of the accounts, and for the general 
fuperintendance of the whole. Each takes a department in pro. 
viding the various fupplies; making himfelf refponfible for the 
quality, quantity, and terms, on which the articles are purchafed, 
Thus the children are better kept, and with more economy, thaa 
by any preceding plan. 

The great objeét of this inflitution is eventually to place thefe 
children in fociety, with the advantage of better habits and pro. 
penfities, than would have been derived without fome fuch pre. 
parative education. And fuch has been the effeét of the means 
applied, that they, who had been once the peft and dread of 
houfekeepers and manufa€turers, are now fought tor with avi. 
dity, as orderly and ufeful fervants, and have every opportunity 
afforded them of enjoying a comfortable and permanent fub- 
fiftence, 

Thefe are certainly great advantages ; efpecially as they have 
been obtained, not only without coft, but have been attended 
with the faving of a fum fo confiderable as 3009}. in the {pace 
of feven years, computed from July, 1797. 

The detail of the account is very correétly flated in the re. 
port of this charity, publifhed in O&tober lait. 


PARISH OF BIRMINGHAM. 


The following is a copy of the annual ftatements made by 
the afylum committee, of the expences, and fuppofed favings, 
with the average number of children each year in that eftablifh- 
ment, from its commencement in July, 1797, to July, 1804, ine 
clufive. 

First Rerort.— July, 1798. 


The average number of children 248, 

if put out to nurfe would coft the 

parifh 2s. each, per week 1289 12 8 
oats , 
Their maintenance, including rent, 

fire, wages, &c. at the afylum, at 

is, 43d. each per week colt 884 2 o 
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git 


Sax ings to the 


Parifh. 
f.. tek te @ 
Brot. up 1ft report 405 10 0 
Seconp Report.— July, 1799. 
The average number of children 290, 
if at nurfe would coft 2s. each per 
week, 1508 0 oO 
Their maintenance at 1s. 4}d. each per 
week, colt 1021 8 5 
— 486 11 7 
Tuirp Report.— July, 1800, 
The average number of children 269, 
if at nurfe would coft 2s. each per 
week, 1748 10 oO 
Their maintenance, at 1s, 10d, each per 
week coft 12839 1 4 
————--465 8 8 
Fourtu Report.— July, 1801, 
The average number of children 281, 
if at nurfe would ‘coft 3s. each per 
week, 2191 16 o 
Their maintenance, at 2s. 14d. each per 
week coft 1555 14 6 - 
-—636 1 6 
Firtn Report.— July, 1802, 
The average number of children 250, 
if at nurfe would coft 2s. 9d. each 
per week 1787 10 o 
Their maintenance at 2s. 43d. each per 
week colt 1592 1 4 
a oS 


SixtH Report.— July, 1803. 


The average number of children 200, 
if at nurfe would coft 2s. 9d. each 
per week 1430 90 oO 


Their maintenance, at 2s. 24d. each per 


week coft 1153 10 8 
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Savings to the 








Parih. 
5. d, < J. d, 
Brot. up 1ft, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th asain 
reports. “ew 98 
SEVENTH ReEport.— July, 1804. 
The average number of children 235, 
if at nurfe would coft 2s. 9d. each per 
week 1680 5 oO 
Their maintenance, at 1s. 111d. each per 
week, colt 1196 10 10 
semen Be fa 
£.3009 911 


Befide the above favings inthe maintenance of the children, 
they have made confiderable earnings in labour fuited to their 
ages; the boys in the heading of pins and fticking them in 
rows ; the girls in weaving flraw for ladies’ hats, knitting flock. 
ings for the workhoufe and afylum, mending linen, &c. The 
{maller children are employed in making oakum from old ropes; 
the elder females contribute to the genera) comfort by their la- 
bour in the houfe, which reduces the eftablifhment to a gover. 
nefs, {chool-mafter and miftrefs, and one female fervant. Their 
habits of induftry produce a cheerful fubordination, and render 
them more acceptable when called into any fervice in aétive 
life. Their health is alfo much benefited by the order in which 
they live; for many weeks in fucceflion not one is to be feen 
on the fick lift, and feldom more than one or two at a time; few 
in fuch a number have died, and none are oppreffed with hard 
labour, fo as to produce deformity, which was not uncommon 
while under the care of hireling nurfes in the neighbouring vil- 
lages. 

It might alfo be added, that the view in making this report 
public, is not only to fhew the town, that confiderable, and not 
unfuccefsful efforts are made to mitigate the burthens of paro- 
chial taxes; but at the fame time to prevent, in fome meafure, 
their recurrence, by uniting profitable labour with their ufeful 
habits, in this branch of the rifing generation—* The children 
of the poor.” It was likewife confidered, that it might afford 
fome ufeful hints. to neighbouring parifhes, to prove that the 
moderate Jabour of children is not only produdtive of prelfent 
profit, but of permanent and extenfive benefit to the parifh, and 
to fociety. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The great and effential benefit of the foregoing plan is the f- 
paration of the parifh children from thofe hopelefs and depraved 
charaéters, 








































the 
mj 
co! 
ate 
it | 


to | 
and 
ma 
pro 
her 


can 
Th 
my 





3S to the 
rith, 


rae 


i4 2 


3 11 


ildren, 
o their 
em in 
ftock- 

The 
ropes ; 
eir la 
gover- 
Their 
render 
ative 
which 
e feen 
»; few 
h hard 
mmon 
ng vile 


report 
nd not 
paro- 
ealure, 
ufeful 
yildren 
afford 
hat the 
refent 
h, and 


the fe. 
praved 
Lers, 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 313 


chara€ters, which conflitute too great a part of the population 
of every workhoufe. 

The reader fhould be aware that thefe children continue to be 
maintained by the parifh. But he will find that the expence of 
that maintenance in feven preceding years, has been lefs by 3000], 
than it would have been inthe parifh workhoufe. 

As the account now ftands, the parifh has made an annual fa- 
ving of above 400l, a year; has fent out their poor children 
with the means and ability of maintaining ihemfelves ; has dimi- 
nifhed the profligacy, and improved the habits and induftry, of 
their neighbourhood ; and in that clafs of young perfons, who 
in many other parifhes are daily proceeding from idle habits to 
atrocious crimes, has had the gratification of obferving a gradual 
and uninterrupted progrefs in habits of induflry and prudence, 
and in the praétice of morality and religion. 

5th January, 1805. 





INSPECTOR, No. Il. 


«© About me round I faw 
*« Hill, dale, and fhady woods, and funny plains, 
«« And liquid lapfe of murm’ring ftreams.” 


DDISON did not enter the theatre with ftronger emotions 
for the fate of Cato, the night on which it was reprefented, 
than I felt whilft waiting in expeétation of the appearance of 
my firlt produétion. I experienced the fame anxiety which I 
conceive a fond mother does for her firft-born babe. Immedi- 
ately as I received the Entertainer, and found I was in it, I took 
it home, and omitting my name, read the piece to the family. 
As foon as I could recover the agitation it occafioned, I defired 
to have their opinions. My landlady, who has fome learning, 
and lays claim, perhaps not without right, to the title of a wo- 
man of tafte, {poke fo highly of the performance, that I thought 
proper neither to inform her who was the author, nor to repeat 
her commendations. 

As I was propoling what to write for the next Infpeétor, in 
came Tom Wanderer, witha copy of verfes for my infpeétion. 
Thinking this would be equally agreeable with any thing of 
my own, I determined to infert it. 


The Banks of Tone. 


When fummer-eve, in bright array, 
Steals o’er the long and buly day, 
Freth breezes play among the leaves, 
And {well the ftreams in gentle waves; 


And 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


And ‘tow’rds the regions of the weft, 
Bright Sol in milder radiance dreft, 
Rid of his fultry noontide beam, 
Retires, I love along a ftream, 
Where trees afford a friendly fhade, 
Nor art deforms what nature made, 
To rove, and o’er creation [py 

With contemplation’s placid eye. 

O could I in the colours due, 
Defign the landfcape fair and true, 
Where on the charming banks of Tone 
Pleafure has often Jed me on ; 

When from the lawn I bend my way, 
And hear the lark’s refounding lay, 
From his lofty, tow’ring height, 
And loft in clouds elude my fight ; 
Verdant meads attra&t my eyes ; 
Behind them gentle flopes arife, 
Which either herds, or flocks adorn, 
Or orchard, or elfe waving corn ; 
For not a fpot negleéted lies, 
Where’er I turn my ravifh’d eyes. 
Between the trees, upon the green, 
A hamlet here and there is feen, 
Where, tho’ no luxury nor wealth, 
Refide, it is the feat of health. 
But diftant from the peafant’s cot, 
Yon verdant landfcape, marks the [pot, 
Where from the town’s tumultuous firife, 
Retir’d, pomp leads the rural life. 
But now by Pheebus’ flanting beam, 
Thro’ the copfe I catch a gleam 
Of the flowly winding ftream, 
Which falling where yon cot appears 
With gentle murmurs ftrikes my ears, 
And aéting in {weet concert, gains 
From the foft, melodious flrains, 
That iflue from the tunetul band, 
Who on the waving branches ftand, 
A wild and yet a pleafing found, 
That the echoing dales rebound. 
The winding courfe I {till purfue, 
*T ill fudden burfting on the view, 
Appearsa hill, with air fublime ; 
I now prepare my felf to climb, 
With lab’ring fleps, the fleep afcent, 
And give imagination vent. 


















































The level fummit now [ gain, 
And caft a view o’er all the plain, 
Upon whofe chequered face appear 
The beauties of the glowing year. 
In ev’ry part, a pleafing change 
Invites my eye o’er all to range; 
There trees afford a varied {cene, 
And there the meads in {miling green, 
In many mazy turns, I fee 
Proud rolling through the rich valley, 
Where Tone extends his filver tlood, 
Till loft he feems in yonder wood. 
Where thofe two lofty fpheres arife, 
Down yonder vale, fair Taunton lies ; 
The valley’s pride, the country’s boatt, 
The glory of the weitern coaft. 
Where Black-down hills arife in view, 
The fun retires and bids adieu 
To us, and fheds his parting ray, 
And {catters the remains of day ; 
The blue ethereal {ky between 
Some fhading clouds do intervene, 
That by the fun’s refle&ted beam 
All ting’d with gold and filver feem. 
Approaching twilight calls me home, 
Not farther from the town to roam, 
Tho’ I could with pleafure ftay, 
And hear the fhepherd’s rural lay ; 
O happy! if it were my lot, 
To live in fome fequefter’d {pot ; 
With nature’s felf {weet converfe hold 
And all her fecret ftores unfold. 
But not alone would I enjoy 
Such pleafure, or it foon would cloy ; 
A bofom friend in this retreat, 
Would even make affliction weet. 
But why this wifh? for not aplace 
Within the earth’s unbounded f[pace, 
Can e’er, tho’ full of feeming blifs, 
Ihe difcontented mind fuflice. 
But if thy aid, O {weet content, 
Be kindly to the bofom lent, 
Then ev’ry path alike will pleafe, 
And ev’ry burden quickly ceafe, 
Content dwells only in the breatt, 
And makes our idle withes reit. 
O charming nymph, O pow’r divine, 
May’ft thou ever on me thine; 


vu 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 





Teach 
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Teach me to {mooth the rugged way, 
On darknefs pour a chearing ray, 


N. B. Roger Infpeétor will be glad to receive communica. 
tions from any perfon, in whatever fituation; and will make 
it his particular care to endeavour to redrefs grievances of all 


kinds. 








PARISIAN FASHIONS for MARCH. 


ANY round gowns are feen at balls, and on which are fe. 
veral bunches of flowers; the gown is fometimes open 
on one fide, to render the refemblance more exaét to the opera 
coftumes. The head-dreffes, almoft entirely of hair, ornamented 
with pearls and flowers, having been during the laft few days 
more numerous than turbans. The influences of {pring is very 
perceptible on the greater part of drefs. Some ladies go out 
without any other head-drefs to proteét their head than a tuft on 
the front part; fome others wear a white or pale yellow Flo- 
rence hat, with a very large bunch of violets; others have 
adopted bars of white ftraw to form flripes on fatin hats; and 
Jaftly, others, and their number is very confiderable, have, for 
walking, a bonnet, with a very advanced peak of yellow ftraw. 
Ranunculi of all colours are feen in garlands. Veils are always 
worn hanging over the face. For necklaces, feftoons of harpies 
teeth are more fafhionable than ever. Some cloth great coats, 
without large round collars, have the back puckered a l'enfant, 
No Tufcan embroideries, nor any thing that refembles the 
Arabic coftumes are worn: the Turkifh manners, cherithed 
even fince autumn, feem to be yielding to the French man. 
ners. French flowers are embroidered of their natura! large- 
nefs. 

Some fine {pring days, that have fhone on the bofom of wine 
ter, have brought the morning promenades into vogue. The 
tradefmen’s daughters walk on the Boulevards, and the half 
fafhionabies on the terrace in the Thuilleries; but it is at the 
Boulogne wood that the fafhionable world, bucks on borfeback, 
in curricles, and buggies, and ladies in their bombonniers have 
appointments. 

On the large vafes that are ufed for ornaments at Paris, and 
which are made of porcelaine, the gold or filver leaves are ap- 
plied with fo much ingenuity and ability, that the vales appear 
to be folid gold or filver. Some are painted in jafper without 
any other additions; the forms are quite fimple; they muft ap- 
pear to take their merit from the richnefs of the compofition. 


9 Account 
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Account of Mr. Fofeph Smith’s Method of fixing and Jetting 


an Alarum or Alarum-Bell, fo contrived as to alarm Fami- 
lies in Cafe of Fires, &c. with Obfervations. 


T is known to every body that alarums, on the old conftruc- 

tion, are a€ted upon by means of wires, conneéted with doors, 
window-fhutters, &c. and that no perfon can force thefe parts of 
the houfe without breaking or difengaging the wire, which in- 
fantly fets the alarum off. This, of courfe, could be of no ule 
in the cafe of fire, as it would be a confiderable time before the 
flames would make fufficient impreflion on it fo as to caufea fe. 
paration of its parts. 

Inftead, therefore, of wire, Mr. Smith makes ufe of a fine, but 
frong ftring, which flames will fpeedily burn in two. Asa 
preventative againft burglaries, the little bolts, that confine the 
firing, are made fo fharp, that a very {mall preffure may cut it 
afunder, which inftantly difengages the alarum. 

Obfervations.—We have only to obferve, that inventions 
which tend to the fecurity of lives and property merit every at- 
tention. The greateft objeftion to alarums is, that from a va- 
riety of accidents the wires in the old conftruétion, and the cord 
in the new, are apt to {nap, at times when there is no danger, by 
which perfons and families may be terrified without any real 
caufe. 

It is obvious, that for Mr. Smith’s invention to ferve as a per- 
fet alarum againit the effcéts of fire, the cord fhould be carried 
toevery door and window, and thofe be previoufly fhut; and 
then a fire could nat extend beyond a fingle room, without awa- 
kening the family. 

It may, perhaps, be worth while for fome ingenious perfon 
to direét his jattention to the ftill further improvement of ma- 
chines for leffening the dreadful confequences of fires. The 
alarm of fire is fo diftreffing, that any method of leffening its 
horrors would be highly acceptable to the public, and meet with 
a fuitable reward. 














A Curious GAME at PICQUET. 





LDEST hand, ace, king of diamonds, ace, king, queen, 
knave, feven of clubs, ace, king, queen, eight and feven of 
hearts; youngeft hand, fixieme, major, {pades, knave, and ten of 
hearts, queen, ten, and eight of diamonds, ten of clubs. 
In playing this deal, the eldeft hand could not reckon one 
point, but made every trick. Query what ought cach to {core? 


Vol. 45. 3B Anfwer, 































318 


Anfwer, by ayoung Lady near Weymauth, to S. Murch’s Rebus, tnferted Jan, 14, 


<a" We have received the like anfwer from Thomas Kite, of Stockland; 
A. Kyne, jun. of Dartmouth; W. Tucker, of Tilthead {chool; T, Adey, 
j. B.B. aod J. Lewis, of Poole; and Adrianus. , 
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M‘“y DUNCAN’s fhade for ever be rever’d, 
(A. Who rais’d the orphan, and the widow cheer’d! 
Who, when returning from his deeds of fame, 
To add another laurel to his name, 

For thofe who with him loft their deareft friends, 
His purle he open’d, and his aid extends; 

Banilh’d each grief, difpel’d their ev’ry tear, 
While his lov’d name e’en infants did revere ; 
And in the realms of univerfal joy 

His recompence fhall flow without alloy : 

For in that Being’s eye whofe gifts on all defcend, 
Bleffed’s the man who doth the wretch befriend, 





Anfwer, by Sophia, toT. Shoel’s Anagram, inferted January 28, 


*+* We have received fimilar anfwers from T. Prout, of Mevagilley; 
J. Channon, of Ottery ; and W. Tucker, of Tilhhead fchool. 





PY Gite tranfpos’d will RAMA fhew, 
pt Where Herod many infants flew. 








Anfwer, by T. Prout, of Mevagiffey, to T. Rutger’s Charade, inferted Jan, 28, 


+\+ We have received the like anfwer from Sophia; W. Bickham, jun. of 
Athburton; Adrianus; and J. B. B. and J. Lewis, of Poole. 


Cra where folid learning doth abound, 
If 1 guefs right, your eharade will expound. 





A REBUS, éy Adrianus. 


A= a pos will fet down ; 

And then a diphthong pray expound ; 
Laftly what Luna rules produce, 

My whole ther will not be abftrufe ; 

Set down thefe parts, in order right, 

You then will clearly bring to hight, 

A race whom poets have affirm’d 

By Venus into ftones were turn’d. 








A CHARADE, by T. Rutger, of Clowance, 


yet thro’ the air, on volant wing, 
w) My firftin rapt’rous ftrain doth fing, 

Mounting the azure tkies ; 
Behold the high-bred, mettled fleed, 
Urg’d by my fecond, in full {peed 

Swift o’er the courfe he flies. 
When blooming {weets adorn the plain, 
And Flora, withher lovely train, 

Bedeck the enamell’d ground ; 
Midtt flow’rs that ceck the garden fair, 
Rich odours wafting thro’ the air, 
My whole may then be found. 

6 






POETRY. 
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Ss? & f°? €: 
Written and fet to Mufic by Tuomas SHOEL. 





Hii lovely maid! of feafons queen, 
Clad in thy veft of matchlefs green, 
Where flowers of every tint appear, 

The rich embroidery of the year. 


Yon genial fun thy childhood warms, 
Faft ripening all thy infant charms; 
Thy heat retrefhing rains allay, 
Sweet cooling Sol’s meridian ray. 


Thine is the hawthorn, white as fnow ; 
Thine is the apple’s fragrant blow ; 
Eachfull ripe fruit that autumn fhews, 
Thy eye in pleafing embrio views. 


Thine too is Flora’s blufhingtrain, 
Wide [preading o’er the enamell’d plain ; 
Thine is the meek primrofe’s bloom, 
And thine the violet’s choice perfume. 


The cowflip’s grateful {cent is thine, 
And balmy breathing eglantine ; 

The rofe’s bluth, the lily’s glow, 

Thy flower-befprinkling hand can fhow. 


Thine too is nature’s artlefs choir, 

Whom gratitude and love infpire ; 

While hill and woodland, grove and plain, 
Refound the full harmonious ftrain. 


The cuckoo tunes his annual fong, 

And charms thy ears ‘* the woods among ;”* 
The fprightly lark his mattins pours 

To ferenate thy early hours. 


Thine is the thrufh’s varied note, 

And thine the mellow blackbird’s throat; 
While woodlark, linnet, goldfinch, join, 
And all in harmony combine. 


Each tuneful minftrel of the grove 
Sounds, fweetly founds the fong of love, 
Thy well-pleas’d ears to entertain, 
While day illumes the {miling plain, 


And when retiring to the weft, 
On beds of flowers he bids thee reft, 

Thy nightingale awakes her lay, 

And foothes thee from her hawthorn {pray. 
Then on thy brow bright Cynthia beams; 
‘Then glow thy robes with flarry gems; 
Then love’s fair planet, from her throne, 
Pours lucid {plendours on thy zone. 
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O lovely nymph! how vaft thy charms 
When May’s {weet fun thy bofom warms ; 
Or when by ardent June carefs’d, 

His full-blown rofes deck thy breaft! 


How pleafing thou, when thus array’d, 
In ripen’d beauty rich difplay’d ! 
While zephyr fans thee with his breeze, 
And mufic fings among the trees. 


But ah! fweet maid, thou too muft die, 
Thy thort-liv’d beauties foon mutt fly ; 
Soon muft thy matchlefs graces fade, 
Thy lilies foil’d, thy roles dead. 


Thus youth o’er life’s gay morn muft mourn, 
For ever fled, nor to return; 

Thus mutt its flatt’ring {cenes deplore, 

Ab! never to enjoy them more, 


But, well improv’d, that firft, beft time, 
Shall yield to manhood’s ufeful prime ; 
Ev’n wintry age its charms fhall have, 
Nor ftart at death, nor fear a grave. 


And, when unhing’d from both its poles, 
No more the whecl of nature rolls ; 
When founds the trumpets thro’ the fkies, 
Then virtue fhall criumphant rife, 


Then wafted to a better clime 

It there fhall flourifh all fublime ; 
More than its former tints refume, 
And glow with full, immortal bloom. 





Curious Epitaphs in Bideford Church-yard, Devon, 


sie wedding-day appointed was, 
And wedding-cloaths provided; 
But ere that day did come, alas! 

He ficken’d and he die did. 


On JOHN UNDERWOOD. 
AH, cruel death! thou doft no good, 
With | deftrufiive maggots! 
Now thou haft cropp’d our underwood, 
What fhall we do for faggots ? 


On MARY SEXTON. 


HERE lies the body of Mary Sexton, 
Who pleas’d many a man, but never vex'd one, 
Not like the woman who lies under the next flone. 


WHAT IS LOVE. 


’ IS that delightful tranfport we can feel, 


Which painters cannot paint, nor words reveal, 


Nor any art we know of—can conceal. 

Can’ft thou defcribe the fun-beams to the blind, 
Or make him feel a fhadow with his mind ? 

So neither can we by defcription fhow, 

This firft of all felicities below, 
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